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In the coming weeks, our parishes will once again take up the annual Retirement Fund for Religious collection. I write to ask that you join me wholeheartedly in supporting it—through your prayers, your preaching, and your leadership.

As this year’s appeal draws near, I invite you to recall the women and men religious who have shaped the faith of our people. They taught in our classrooms, tended the sick, accompanied families through joy and sorrow, and prayed faithfully for the Church. Having given so generously and receiving so little in return, many now live in communities that cannot keep pace with the rising cost of their care.

Since 1988, the Retirement Fund for Religious has helped hundreds of religious communities close the retirement funding gap they face. Each year, the proceeds of this collection help ensure that elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order priests can live their later years in dignity and security.

As the collection weekend approaches, I ask for your help in encouraging a generous response: please share the stories of aging religious with your parishioners, announce the collection at Mass and in the bulletin, and consider welcoming a speaker or speaking about the appeal yourself. 

I know our parishioners are asked to give to many good causes, and I am grateful for their faithful generosity. Still, I ask you to invite them to give whatever they can to this collection—every gift, large or small, brings real help to those who need it. Above all, let us keep our aging religious close in prayer, asking God to bless them as richly as they have blessed us.
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